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To commemorate the 20t Anniversary of the Beppu City — Yantai City Friendship Alliance

The Eight Immortals Sculpture
Donated by Yantai City
October 2005

The Legend of the Eight Immortals

The Eight Immortals are eight characters of legend widely known to the Chinese populace. There
were 7 men and 1 woman, and their names were Kanshori, Chokaro, Kanshoshi, Ritekkai,
Sokokukyt, Ryodohin, Ransaiwa and Kasenko.

The legends of the Eight Immortals are found in the “Ba Xian Tu” and “Ba Xian Zhuan” of the
early Tang Dynasty, but at that time the names of each Immortal had not yet been established. It
is said that the names first appeared in the novel “Dong You Ji” (also called “Toyuuki” in
Japanese), written by Wu Yuan Tai.

The Eight Immortals punish the wicked and help the poor. Among the many legends about them,
the most famous one is “Ba Xian Guo Hai” (which tells the story of the Eight Immortals crossing
the sea).
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