Precautions for Tsunamis

Countermeasures against Tsunami
Everyone including persons living in coastal areas should acquire correct knowledge about tsunamis,
which cannot be predicted when and where they will occur.

Tsunamis can hit
without an ebb tide

Tsunamis come
one after another.

Be careful even during
a weak earthquake

The tide does not always ebb
b ef o r e t s u n a m i s . T h e e b b t i d e
sometimes depends on how the
earthquake occurs or the
topography around the epicenter.

Tsunamis come one after another.
You should not be relieved even
after the first wave has gone. Do
not get close to the sea until the
warning or advisory is lifted.

Even a weak earthquake can
cause tsunamis when the
shaking lasts for an extended
period of time.

How do tsunamis hit?
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This line is the sea level
before the ear thquake
occurs.
The upheaval and settling
of the seabed caused
b y ear thquakes makes
seawater fluctuate.

Waves are created in all
directions.

Waves become higher as
the water depth becomes
shallower.

The wave becomes even
higher depending on the
topography of the seabed.

Waves rise up to land.

Elevation sign, etc.

● The height of a tsunami announced by the Japan Meteorological Agency indicates by how
much the sea level along the coast will rise.
● A sea wave rise from the shore to the interior is called a “run-up.” The height of a sea
wave may rise as much as several tens of meters. The height at “run-up” is called “height
of run-up.”
● The height of a tsunami can be several times larger than the expected height, depending on
the topography of a sea coast or bay. Even if the expected tsunami height is low, you must
remain alert and ready.

Category of tsunami warnings/advisories and actions to be taken
If a tsunami strike is expected, the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) will issue a Major Tsunami
Warning, Tsunami Warning or Tsunami Advisory approximately three minutes after an occurrence of an
HDUWKTXDNH$IWHUWKDW-0$ZLOOLVVXHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWDQHVWLPDWHGWVXQDPL·VKHLJKWHVWLPDWHGWVXQDPL
arrival time, etc.
When a tsunami warning or advisory is issued for the coastal areas of the Seto Inland Sea in Oita
Prefecture, take action immediately to protect yourself.
Category

Indication
announcement
by JMA

Estimated maximum
tsunami height

Announcement of
numerical data
(category of expected
tsunami height)

Over 10m

Major
Tsunami
Warning

Announcement
of major
earthquake

Huge

◦Wooden structures are expected to be completely
destroyed and/or washed away.People will be
caught in tsunami currents.
◦Evacuate from coastal or river areas immediately to
safer places such as higher elevations or a tsunami
evacuation building.

High

◦Tsunami waves will hit and cause damage to low-lying
areas. Buildings will be flooded. People will be caught
in tsunami currents.
◦Evacuate from coastal or river areas immediately to
safer places such as high ground or a tsunami
evacuation building.

N/A

◦People will be caught in strong tsunami currents in the
sea. Fish farming facilities will be washed away and
small vessels may capsize.
◦Get out of the water and leave coastal areas
immediately.

(10m < estimated height)

Tsunami height is
10ｍ
expected to be higher
 PHVWLPDWHGKHLJKWP
than 3 meters.

5ｍ

PHVWLPDWHGKHLJKWP

2

Tsunami
Warning

Tsunami height is
expected to be higher
than 1 m and up to 3
meters.

Tsunami
Advisory

Tsunami height is
expected to be higher
than 0.2 m and up to 1
meter, and tsunami
damage is expected.

3ｍ

PHVWLPDWHGKHLJKWP

1ｍ

PHVWLPDWHGKHLJKWP

Expected damage
and
action to be taken

Quotation: Japan Meteorological Agency website

Tsunami evacuation
building sign

Elevation sign
Elevation signs are posted
on utility poles, etc., located
16m or less above sea level,
indicating height above sea
level and tsunami evacuation
shelter.

（ ビ ル 名 ）

Preparation on a Daily Basis

Countermeasures against Tsunami

height of
run-up

This sign is posted on a
building where you can
evacuate temporarily when a
tsunami occurs. Evacuate to
the fourth floor or higher.
The list of tsunami
evacuation building is stated
on page 60.

◦ Check the height (above sea level) of the area where your house is located.
◦ Determine evacuation places (hills or high buildings) in advance.
◦ Take a portable radio with you when you go swimming in the ocean or fishing.
◦ Be actively involved in disaster prevention drills conducted periodically
by the regional community.

Beppu City Disaster Prevention Information System
Disaster information such as a major tsunami warning will be announced using
sirens and speakers from outdoor public address systems located along the coast in
the city.
The information will be announced repeatedly during a disaster. However, if you
cannot hear an announcement, please use the automatic answering telephone
service.

Telephone service

☎0180-999-273

As long as the Japan Meteorological Agency announced a tsunami warnings, Beppu City Disaster
Prevention Information System, Fire Station Kamegawa Substation and Bell Heights will announce siren
as below.
“Major Tsunami Warning ”

(siren(about 3 seconds)

╒

2 seconds rest) ×3 times

“Tsunami Warning ”

(siren(about 5 seconds)

╒

6 seconds rest) ×2 times

“Tsunami Advisory ”

(siren(about 10 seconds)

╒

2 seconds rest) ×2 times
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